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INTRODUCTION

Ghana is the gateway to West Africa and welcomes your business! 

As a driver, you need to know what the laws say and how the rules are implemented by the uniformed services 

along the route. This guide presents the most important information about Ghana’s traffic laws and 

enforcement.

It includes:

     The rules for using Ghana’s roads and highways

    How Customs and Police Officers enforce the law

    What to do in case of an accident

    What documents you must carry

    The new axle load regulation

    Telephone numbers to call when you need help

Ghana's roads and highways carry hundreds of thousands of tons of cargo from ports to destinations 

across the region every day. Uniformed services personnel protect and serve the millions of people using 

the routes. Facilitating the efficient and low-cost movement of goods and passengers makes Ghana an 

ideal place to do business and epitomizes the ideals of the ECOWAS Protocols on the Free Movement of 

People, Goods and Services.

In order to ensure the effective implementation of Regional Integration Programmes, a convention was 

adopted on 9th January, 2005 by ECOWAS Heads of state known as the ‘‘Decision A/DEC.9/01/05’’ to create

Road Transport and Transit Facilitation and Cross Border Management Committees in West Africa. This

decision called for each member state to establish National Road Transport and Transit Facilitation

Committee (NRTTFC) to coordinate transit facilitation programmes. Ghana’s NRTTFC was hence established

in 2006.
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Signature      Signature

.......................................................................                                                 ....................................................................................

Hon. Kwasi Amoako-Attah (M.P)    Hon. Kwaku Ofori Asiamah                                                                   

Minister of Roads and Highways    Minister of Transport                                                                                 

For more information about this Guide or its contents contact Ghana's National Road Transport and 

Transit Facilitation Committee Secretariat on the Second Floor of the Ministry of Roads and Highways, 

Ministries-Accra or on +233 543 973996.

The objective of NRTTFC is to ensure the smooth flow of interstate road transport within the corridors of 

Ghana specifically to support the removal of road obstacles along the road transit corridors. The NRTTFC 

is a twenty-two (22) member committee made up of Public and Private Institutions within Ghana. 

Ghana's NRTTFC seeks to improve the level of awareness on the laws and regulations regarding Road 

Transport and Transit Facilitation. Violations can lead to accidents therefore, every driver has a 

responsibility to know and respect the Road Traffic Regulations. We hope your travels along Ghana's 

roads and highways are ''stress-free'' and safe!
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KEY RULES AND ROAD REGULATIONS FOR SAFETY

533

General Speed Limits (Road Traffic Regulation 

2012, LI 2180)

30km/h on a road

The following road speed limits are to be observed

if there are no road signs indicating otherwise:
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within a school, a playground or health facility

a church, mosque, market or shopping centre

procession or where human activity is dominant

50km/h a on a road or a section of the road 

situated within an urban area

90km/h a on a road or section of the road other 

than a motorway, situated outside an urban or 

a built area

100km/h on a motorway

Specific Speed Limit for Truck Drivers

Maximum speed limits for trucks are:

75km/h for a loaded truck

80km/h for an unloaded truck

Despite the general and specific speed limits, 

drivers are expected to drive at lesser speed 

taking into consideration the actual and potential 

dangers on the road.
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Vehicle Measurements Limits for Cargo Trucks

Height - 4.5 m

Length - 18m

Width - 2.55 m 



Required Safety Equipment

535

2 standard advance warning triangles

General Equipment

First aid box with basic components

Fire extinguisher (recharged after every six 

months)

Spare tire in good condition (minimum one) 

Reflectors at the back and front bumpers

Flashlights specific equipment for trucks 

and trailers

Retro-reflective tape (for vehicles with gross 

vehicle weight of 3.5t and above, trailer 

should be fitted with retro-reflective tapes 

on the sides and rear)

A trailer carrying a load with a width 

exceeding 2.55m requires a police escort, 

or should signal appropriately to road 

users

A trailer carrying a load which extends 

beyond the length of the trailer should 

signal appropriately to road users

Side trailer lights
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Maximum Driving Periods 

Drivers need good rest to be effective on the road.

Regulations for Foreign Drivers 

Foreign cargo vehicles upon entry into Ghana 

will be required to obtain a temporary importation 

permit (laissez passer/ C59) for their vehicles from 

the Customs Division at the border of entry into 

Ghana.

The Road Traffic Regulations 2012 does not allow a 
person to drive a car for:

more than 4 hours without rest or

more than 8 hours in a 24 hour period without rest or

more than 500km without rest or whichever comes 
first

The regulations requires drivers to take compulsory 

rest of at least 30 minutes after each continuous 

period of four hours driving; or at least eight 

consecutive hours of rest in a period of twenty-four 

hours calculated from the commencement of the 

period of driving.
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